fits and shouting -demonstrating some alarming behaviour which included a violent reaction to prayer, as well as some unusual accomplishments including the ability to speak in Latin. Dee's actions and words on this occasion are worth examining in detail because they give some indication of the difficulties he faced when he strayed once more into hotly disputed confessional territory. A number of cases of possession by demons or bewitchment received widespread attention in late
Elizabethan England and these were described in a number of printed accounts.
These cases provoked some controversy within the Church of England and leading churchmen sought to control or suppress the activities of Catholic and Protestant exorcists; as a representative of the Church Dee found himself caught up in the acrid politics of possession.
Dee's involvement with the case of the Lancashire Seven, which was greater than hitherto supposed, is also interesting when examined in the light of his contemporaneous protests in print against the accusation that he was dabbling in diabolical matters. These protestations can be related to libels and slanders directed against him dating back many decades but I would argue that Dee's appearance in printed accounts of the Lancashire case also contributed to his decision to issue denials of conjuring or consorting with demons during this period. Finally, Dee's involvement in the Lancashire case should be placed in the context of his longstanding interest in possession and exorcism; an interest which can be linked closely with his spiritual and occult interests more broadly understood. By examining each of these areas new light can be thrown both on Dee's troubled and obscure last years and on the nature of the politics of possession in Elizabethan Lancashire. In addition, the power of exorcism was a manifest sign of God's favour and a useful weapon to use against Catholics. As George More commented in his account of the Lancashire case:
[I]n respect of the papists who do more malign this particular of Lancashire than any of the rest, labouring mightily and by many means both to discredit and abolish it, whereupon some of them have given it out, that those seven were not possessed. Others say that they were all seven possessed, but never yet dispossessed. And some others of them affirm that they were all dispossessed, yet not by preachers of the Gospel, but by their seminary and mass priests. The religious life of the county was focused on chapels rather than parish churches which, given the size of parishes, were often distant from the communities they were supposed to serve. These large rural parishes provided lucrative benefices for pluralists who were usually non-resident, and to make matters worse the educational standard of resident clergy was generally considered inferior to that of the rest of the country. Episcopal control over much of the county was also ineffective due to the size and topography of the diocese, conflicting and competing ecclesiastical Dee's interest in possession should be understood in relation to his broader occult interests and spiritual concerns. Dee spent a lifetime searching for the keys with which he might unlock the secrets of the universe in the past, the present and the future. After 1542, when he went to Cambridge, Dee devoted himself to study and writing, experimentation, prayer and contemplation, and the promotion of his ambitious intellectual and political schemes at various European courts. Dee believed in his capacity to grasp the wonders and secrets of the world and to arrange them in some meaningful and useful way. He concluded that some men could lift their eyes up from the distractions of a busy and corrupted world and perceive some of the order and harmony of a universe that had been breathed into life by God. By comprehending much of this harmony using mathematics, and later in his career the 13 cabalistic, alchemical, or scriptural keys given to him by the angels, Dee expected to understand the hidden connections between the earth and the heavens and between all natural things. God would reveal to Dee the divine language that he had used to create the universe. Using this immensely powerful language Dee would then help to usher in the Last Days, which the angels told him were due in 1588. Dee's involvement with exorcism suggests how fluid religious identities could be in Elizabethan England, especially in an area distant from, or lacking effective authority like Lancashire. Dee was outwardly an agent of conformity in the North but also instrumental in exorcism, as well as a private practitioner of alchemy and 'cunning man' consulted to recover stolen property and identify a thief. lv His perceived failings were the subject of rebuke from episcopal commissioners and the diocesan visitation court, but it was his involvement with the Lancashire Seven which both reflected the interests closest to his heart and represented a threat to his reputation and position. In the end Dee's name was not cleared before his death in 1609 and his reputation as a conjurer was was firmly entrenched in posthumous publications and popular culture. 
